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(3) Working load; 
(4) Lift height; 
(5) Maximum persons capacity; 
(6) Hoist serial number; 
(7) Date of manufacture; and 
(8) Coast Guard approval number. 
(b) The hoist must be permanently 

and legibly marked with the name of 
the laboratory that conducted the pro-
duction tests. 

§ 163.002–27 Production tests and ex-
amination. 

Each pilot hoist manufactured under 
Coast Guard approval must be tested as 
prescribed in § 163.002–21(c)(9) and sub-
part 159.007 of this chapter. The tests 
must be conducted by an independent 
laboratory. If the hoist fails the tests 
its defects must be corrected and re-
tested until it passes. The laboratory 
must also conduct the visual examina-
tion described in § 163.002–21(b). The 
hoist may not be sold as Coast Guard 
approved unless it passes testing and 
unless each defect discovered in the 
visual examination is corrected 

Subpart 163.003—Pilot Ladder 

SOURCE: CGD 74–140, 46 FR 63291, Dec. 31, 
1981, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 163.003–1 Scope. 

(a) This subpart contains standards 
and approval and production tests for a 
pilot ladder used on a merchant vessel 
to embark and disembark pilots and 
other persons when away from the 
dock. 

(b) The requirements in this subpart 
apply to a pilot ladder designed for use 
along a vertical portion of a vessel’s 
hull. 

§ 163.003–3 ASTM standard. 

The following standard of the Amer-
ican Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) is incorporated by reference 
into this subpart: ASTM D 1435–94, 
Standard Practice for Outdoor Weath-
ering of Plastics. You may obtain this 
standard from the Society at 100 Barr 
Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA 
19428–2959. 

[USCG–1999–5151, 64 FR 67185, Dec. 1, 1999] 

§ 163.003–7 Independent laboratory. 
The approval and production tests in 

this subpart must be conducted by or 
under the supervision of an inde-
pendent laboratory accepted by the 
Coast Guard under subpart 159.010 of 
this chapter. 

§ 163.003–9 Approval procedure. 
(a) General. A pilot ladder is approved 

by the Coast Guard under the proce-
dures in subpart 159.005 of this chapter. 

(b) Approval testing. Each approval 
test must be conducted in accordance 
with § 163.003–21. 

(c) Approval of alternatives. A pilot 
ladder that does not meet the mate-
rials, construction, or performance re-
quirements of this subpart may be ap-
proved if the application and any ap-
proval tests prescribed by the Com-
mandant in place of or in addition to 
the approval tests required by this sub-
part, show that the alternative mate-
rials, construction, or performance is 
at least as effective as that specified by 
the requirements of this subpart. The 
Commandant may also prescribe dif-
ferent production tests if the tests re-
quired by this subpart are not appro-
priate for the alternative ladder con-
figuration. 

§ 163.003–11 Materials. 
(a) Suspension members. Each suspen-

sion member must be mildew-resistant 
manila rope or a dacron polyester rope 
with a polypropylene core of a color 
that contrasts with the dacron. Each 
suspension member must have a break-
ing strength of not less than 24 kN 
(5,400 lb.) and a nominal circumference 
of not less than 60 mm (21⁄4 in.). 

(b) Wooden parts. Each wooden part of 
a pilot ladder must be hardwood that is 
free from knots and any other defects 
affecting its strength or durability. 

(c) Wood preservative. After each 
wooden part is formed and finished, it 
must be treated with water-repellant 
wood preservative that is properly ap-
plied. 

(d) Molded steps. Each step made of 
molded construction must be rubber or 
resilient plastic. 

(e) Metal parts. Each metal fastener 
must be made of a corrosion resistant 
metal. Each other metal part must be 
made of corrosion-resistant metal or of 
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